
https://www.wordsoftruth.net                                                                                                Brian A. Yeager

Study Notes For Luke 

(Chapter Nine)

Luke 9:1 “Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and 
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.” 

• The twelve were, at this point in time, these men: Peter, Andrew, James, 
John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James, Lebbaeus [Thaddaeus; 
Judas], Simon, and Judas Iscariot (Matthew 10:1-4, Mark 3:13-19, and Luke 
6:13-16).

• The word translated “power” [δύναμις] is defined as: “Force (literally or 
figuratively); specifically miraculous power (usually by implication a miracle 
itself): - ability, abundance, meaning, might (-ily, -y, -y deed), (worker of) 
miracle (-s), power, strength, violence, mighty (wonderful) work” (Strong’s # 
1411). 

• He gave them power and authority over devils; unclean spirits (Matthew 10:1 
and Mark 6:7).

• He gave them power and authority to cure diseases; to heal the sick 
(Matthew 10:8).

Luke 9:2 “And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.” 

• Preaching the kingdom and healing was a pattern during the days of Jesus 
(Matthew 4:23, Matthew 9:35, and Luke 10:9).

• This was God bearing witness with them (Hebrews 2:3-4).

Luke 9:3 “And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor 
scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece.” 

• This is recorded by Matthew and Mark as well in slightly different wording 
(Matthew 10:9-10 and Mark 6:7-9).

• A similar message was said to the seventy that were sent too (Luke 10:1-4).
• Later, Jesus will make a point about how they were sent with nothing yet 

lacked nothing (Luke 22:35).
• As we continue forward, we will see that they were to seek housing, etc. from 

those to whom they were sent to teach.  The financial support of those 
laboring in the work and word of our Lord is taught throughout the Scriptures 
(I Corinthians 9:1-14 [cf. Leviticus 6:14-18, Numbers 5:9-10, Numbers 
18:1-20], II Corinthians 11:8, and Philippians 4:10-18).

Luke 9:4 “And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart.” 

• Being dependent on those they were teaching including have a place to stay 
(Mark 6:10) among those “worthy’ [deserving, comparable or suitable] 
(Matthew 10:11).
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• Not just a place to sleep either (Luke 10:7-8).
• This is fellowship (Galatians 6:6).
• Think about this principle and why II John 1:6-11 was written.
• That does not mean an evangelist, after Jesus ascended into Heaven, was to 

always be mobile and have no place to call home (Acts 21:8).

Luke 9:5 “And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the 
very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.” 

• See also: Matthew 10:14 and Acts 13:14-51
• Receiving the messenger of Christ is the equivalent of receiving Christ and 

the Father (John 13:20).  Such has a reward (Matthew 10:40-42; cf. 
Matthew 25:31-46).

• Rejecting the faithful teacher of our Lord’s will is the equivalent of rejecting 
Jesus Himself (Luke 10:16).

• Rejecting the Apostles would mean worse than what happened in Sodom and 
Gomorrha (Mark 6:11; cf. Genesis 18:16-19:29, II Peter 2:6, and Jude 1:7).

• Later in the New Testament, we see the problem of an individual in a 
congregation that would not receive the faithful (III John 1:9-10).

Luke 9:6 “And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and 
healing every where.” 

• They [the 12] went through the towns just as Jesus had been doing (Mark 
1:38).

• Mark records: “And they went out, and preached that men should repent.  And 
they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and 
healed them” (Mark 6:12-13).

• Later, they will be sent to the whole world doing the same things (Mark 
16:14-20).  At this point, it was NOT literally everywhere (Matthew 10:5-6).

Luke 9:7-8 “Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and he was 
perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was risen from the dead; And of 
some, that Elias had appeared; and of others, that one of the old prophets was risen 
again.” 

• See: Matthew 14:1-12 and Mark 6:14-28 
• Imagine if you murdered a man of God and then thought that man could have 

been risen from the dead potentially by God.  Certainly, kings of the earth had 
been brought to fear from the might of God (Psalms 48:1-6).

• Then, if you had to consider that a prophet of old was risen again.  To a 
sinner, a faithful prophet was not a welcomed thought in that judgment 
spoken by that faithful prophet would come true (i.e. II Kings 24:2).

• Remember, it was taught that Elijah was to come without understanding that 
prophesy was about John when he was alive (Matthew 17:10-13).
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• For an additional thought, if it were a risen prophet or anyone risen from the 
dead; the people who had not heard still wouldn’t (Luke 16:19-31).

Luke 9:9 “And Herod said, John have I beheaded: but who is this, of whom I hear such 
things?  And he desired to see him.” 

• Herod wanted to see Jesus (Luke 23:8), even though he didn’t know exactly 
who he was looking for.

• The Pharisees thought Herod would kill Jesus (Luke 13:31-32).
• This was not the same Herod that sought to kill Jesus at Jesus’ birth 

(Matthew 2:1-18).  That Herod died while Jesus was a young child (Matthew 
2:19-23).

Luke 9:10 “And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that they had done. 
And he took them, and went aside privately into a desert place belonging to the city 
called Bethsaida.” 

• The Apostles return and report to Jesus at which time Jesus took them where 
they could find leisure (Mark 6:30-31).

• The crowds sometimes prevented them from being even able to eat (Mark 
3:20).

• Think about the process of reporting to the one or one’s who sent a preacher 
to preach (Acts 13:1-3; Acts 14:26-28).

Luke 9:11 “And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and 
spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing.” 

• Even though they went to have privacy, the people found them (Mark 6:33).
• That does not necessarily mean something good (John 6:1-30).  *This is a 

parallel to the forthcoming passages.
• He spake to them of the kingdom and healed (Matthew 4:23; 9:35-38).

Luke 9:12-17 “And when the day began to wear away, then came the twelve, and said 
unto him, Send the multitude away, that they may go into the towns and country round 
about, and lodge, and get victuals: for we are here in a desert place.  But he said unto 
them, Give ye them to eat.  And they said, We have no more but five loaves and two 
fishes; except we should go and buy meat for all this people.  For they were about five 
thousand men. And he said to his disciples, Make them sit down by fifties in a company.  
And they did so, and made them all sit down.  Then he took the five loaves and the two 
fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and gave to the disciples 
to set before the multitude.  And they did eat, and were all filled: and there was taken up 
of fragments that remained to them twelve baskets.” 

• Matthew 14:13-21 and Mark 6:34-44.  Also, John 6:1ff (as mentioned in the 
notes on verse 11).
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• When you look at Matthew and Mark’s accounts (referenced above), you see 
that Jesus had compassion on the crowds.  We don’t want to miss the fact 
that Jesus was/is compassionate (Matthew 9:35-38, Matthew 15:32, 
Matthew 20:29-34, Luke 10:25-37, and Hebrews 4:14-5:3).

• We too are to have compassion (Matthew 18:13-35, I Peter 3:8, I John 
3:14-18, and Jude 1:22).

Luke 9:18-20 “And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples were with 
him: and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I am?  They answering 
said, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others say, that one of the old prophets 
is risen again.  He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  Peter answering said, 
The Christ of God.” 

• Matthew and Mark record this and give us further details (Matthew 16:13-20 
and Mark 8:27-30).

• People debated and wondered about the identity of Christ (Luke 3:1-16 [cf. 
John 1:20; 3:28], Luke 22:63-67, John 1:41-49, John 4:29, and John 
7:40-52).

• Remember, Herod thought Jesus might have been John the Baptizer risen 
from the dead (Luke 9:7-9; cf. Matthew 14:1-2).  

• Jesus put them on the spot.  They needed to confess Him (Matthew 
10:32-33, I John 2:22-23, and I John 4:15).

• The Greek word translated “Christ” [Χριστός] is defined as: “anointed, that is, 
the Messiah, an epithet of Jesus: - Christ.”  Jesus is the Christ and we have 
the accounts of His life to prove that (John 20:30-31).

• This fact is part of our faith and our confession (Acts 8:37 and I John 5:1).  It 
was/is a pressed point in teaching (Acts 9:22; 17:3).    

Luke 9:21 “And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no man that 
thing;” 

• This is a fascinating instruction.  Similar to when He raised Jairus’ daughter 
(Luke 8:40-42; 8:49-56) and when He was Transfigured (Matthew 17:8-9).

• Was it because His time was not yet come that He should die (John 7:1-8; 
7:30; 8:20; 13:1; 17:1)?  That could fit in as reasoning as the next verse 
points to His death.

Luke 9:22 “Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.” 

• Jesus is also referred to as the “Son of man” in other Scriptures (Matthew 
8:18-22, Matthew 9:1-6, Matthew 12:1-8, Matthew 12:38-40, Matthew 
16:27, Matthew 18:1-11, Matthew 19:27-30, Matthew 20:17-28, etc.).

• Throughout the Scriptures, Jesus is not the only one referred to as “the son of 
man.”  The phrase has been used in general in description of the offspring of 
man (Psalms 146:3 and Jeremiah 49:18).  Ezekiel was referred to as “son of 
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man” multiple times (Ezekiel 2:1, Ezekiel 2:3, Ezekiel 2:6, Ezekiel 2:8, 
Ezekiel 3:1, Ezekiel 3:3, etc.).  Daniel was called such too (Daniel 8:17).

• Jesus had to suffer many things (Matthew 16:21, Matthew 17:22-23, Mark 
9:31, Mark 15:9-20, Luke 9:44, Luke 22:39-23:56, Acts 2:23; 2:36, and 
Acts 4:10-12).

• He rose on the third day (Luke 24:1-8).
• These things needed to happen as they did (Luke 24:36-46; cf. Matthew 

5:17-18, Matthew 26:47-56, John 18:31-32, Acts 3:18, and Acts 13:26-39).
• Of course, these things need and needed to be preached (Acts 10:34-43, I 

Corinthians 2:2 and I Corinthians 15:1-4).

Luke 9:23-24 “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.”

• “Come after” is the equivalent of following from behind (Strong’s #’s 2064; 
3694).  Think of how Jesus said “follow me” to the disciples (Matthew 4:19 
and Matthew 9:9).

• For Jesus saying similar things as in this context: Matthew 10:32-39, 
Matthew 16:21-26, Mark 8:31-38, Luke 14:25-33, and John 12:25-26

• Consider a few Scriptures that teach about self-denial (Matthew 26:36-39, 
Acts 20:22-24, I Corinthians 9:24-27, Philippians 3:4-8, Colossians 
3:1-10, Titus 2:11-14, and I Peter 2:11).

• For those literally following Jesus and going about teaching from city to city, 
there is an application that does not directly fit today (Luke 5:1-11 and Luke 
18:28-30).  

• The idea Jesus is conveying is to go and not look back (Luke 9:57-62).  Not 
being caught up in the world (II Timothy 2:1-4).

• The idea of losing one’s life is about putting to death the carnal (Galatians 
5:24 and Ephesians 4:17-24).

• What Jesus is teaching about putting Him beyond one’s own desires is about 
becoming a new person in Him (II Corinthians 5:14-17).

• By putting the putting to death the fleshly, you save your life eternally 
(Romans 8:12-13).  On the other hand… Ephesians 5:1-6

Luke 9:25 “For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, 
or be cast away?” 

• The question is rhetorical.  If a person were to literally gain the whole world, 
they’d only have something that will eventually be destroyed (Mark 13:31) 
which ought to cause a person prepare for what will be thereafter.

• What advantage comes with wealth (Psalms 39:6, Proverbs 13:7, Proverbs 
28:6, Ecclesiastes 3:16-22, Ecclesiastes 5:14-16, Luke 12:13-21, Luke 
16:19-31, I Timothy 6:6-10, and II Peter 3:7-14)?

• Therefore, focus on the eternal rather than the temporary (II Corinthians 
4:18-5:11 and I John 2:15-17).
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• The cast away (Matthew 13:24-30; 13:36-43; 13:47-50 and I Corinthians 
9:24-27).

Luke 9:26 “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and 
of the holy angels.” 

• Matthew 10:32-33, Luke 12:8-9, II Timothy 2:12, and I John 2:22-25
• When Jesus comes “in His own glory… Father’s… holy angels” (Matthew 

16:27, Matthew 25:31-46, II Thessalonians 1:4-9, and Jude 1:14; 1:24).

Luke 9:27 “But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the kingdom of God.” 

• Cf. Matthew 16:28
• This is not Jesus saying it will be a physical structure or something physical in 

general (Luke 17:20-21).
• The preaching had been that the kingdom was at hand (Matthew 3:1-2, 

Matthew 4:17, and Matthew 10:7).
• There were multiple indicators that Jesus gave so that the establishment of 

the kingdom was not missed.  First, when He would partake of the fruit of the 
vine (Matthew 26:29, Mark 14:25, and Luke 22:18).  This may have been 
when He ate with them after He arose from death (Luke 24:43 and John 
21:9-14).  At that time, He spoke to them about the kingdom (Acts 1:1-3).  
Secondly, He told them the kingdom would come with power (Mark 9:1).  He 
then told them when they would receive power (Acts 1:6-8) and they did 
(Acts 2:1-4).  

• What we can know for certain is that the kingdom was established in the first 
century (Colossians 1:12-13 and Revelation 1:9).

Luke 9:28 “And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he took Peter 
and John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray.” 

• Matthew and Mark also record this (Matthew 17:1-9 and Mark 9:1-10).
• As we discussed in Luke 8:51, there are times when Jesus isolates Peter, 

James, and John from the other Apostles (i.e. Mark 14:33).
• There were times when Jesus wanted to go aside to spend time in prayer 

(Matthew 14:23, Mark 1:35, Mark 6:46, Luke 5:16, Luke 9:18, Luke 11:1, 
etc.).

• He did not stand in public and pray for a public show (Matthew 6:5-7).
• Think here about the principle of two or three witnesses (Numbers 35:30, 

Deuteronomy 17:6, Deuteronomy 19:15, Matthew 18:15-17, John 8:17-18, 
II Corinthians 13:1, I Timothy 5:19, and Hebrews 10:28).
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Luke 9:29 “And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his 
raiment was white and glistering.” 

• This brings my thoughts to Moses coming down from the Mount (Exodus 
34:29-30).

• His face shined like the sun (Matthew 17:2).
• Mark’s statement about how His clothing shining is fascinating (Mark 9:3).

Luke 9:30-31 “And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and 
Elias: Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem.” 

• Elias is the Greek-English translation of Elijah (Romans 11:2-4; cf. I Kings 
19:1-18 and James 5:17-18; cf. I Kings 17:1-7; 18:41-46).

• Moses had prophesied of Christ (Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Acts 3:22-26).
• So you have two of the most known prophets to the Jews talking with Jesus.  

This makes me think of what Abraham said to the rich man in Hades (Luke 
16:31).

• The prophets are part of the proof of Christ being the promised on (Luke 
24:44, John 1:43-45, and Acts 28:23).

• Interestingly, these prophets appeared with Jesus and spake of the of the 
death of Christ (I Peter 1:10-12).

Luke 9:32 “But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when 
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him.” 

• Peter, John, and James were heavy with sleep (cf. Matthew 26:36-43).
• This makes me wonder if they were just tired or if this is similar to what 

happened to Daniel when he had a vision (Daniel 10:7-9).
• When Peter, John, and James awakened they saw the transfiguration.  Thus, 

they can later say they saw the Lord and His glory (John 1:14 and I John 
1:1-3).

Luke 9:33 “And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, 
Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said.” 

• It was good for them to be there (Psalms 63:1-5).
• They were able to behold the glory of the Lord (I Chronicles 16:26-27).
• They wanted to make three tabernacles.  A tabernacle is: “1) tent, tabernacle, 

(made of green boughs, or skins or other materials); 2) of that well known 
movable temple of God after the pattern of which the temple at Jerusalem 
was built” (Thayer; Strong’s # 4633).

• They were unaware of the insignificance of an earthly tabernacle (Hebrews 
9:1-14).
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• Neither did they understand the supremacy of Christ over the former prophets 
(Hebrews 1:1-2).

• First century Jewish Christians struggled letting go of the Law and the 
prophets as their standard (Acts 10:1-11:18, Acts 21:17-22, Galatians 
5:1-12, and Galatians 6:12-15).

• The Father will set them straight about who they ought to honor (vs. 35).  We 
will talk more of that then.

• They were not even aware of what Jesus said.  There could be various 
conclusions to what that means (not able to hear, not understanding, etc.).  
Mark says they were sore afraid (Mark 9:6).

Luke 9:34 “While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and 
they feared as they entered into the cloud.” 

• The cloud signifies some things for sure (Exodus 13:21-22, Exodus 24:16, 
Exodus 40:34-38, Nehemiah 9:19, and I Corinthians 10:1-2).

• What they will see too (Acts 1:1-9).
• They feared as one would at the sight of such a vision (Daniel 10:1-11).

Luke 9:35 “And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: 
hear him.” 

• Jesus is the only begotten Son of God (John 1:14, John 1:18, John 3:16, 
and I John 4:9).

• That distinction is very important, because faithful Christians are God’s 
children (II Corinthians 6:14-18, Galatians 3:26-29, and I John 3:2).

• God the Father instructs them to hear Jesus because Jesus has the authority 
now (Matthew 11:25-30, Matthew 28:18, John 3:35, Acts 2:36, Colossians 
1:12-19, I Peter 3:18-22, and Revelation 1:18) until after He comes again to 
judge the world (I Corinthians 15:24-28).

• Jesus was simply doing and teaching the will of His Father (John 5:30, John 
6:38, John 8:28-29, John 8:38, John 12:44-50, and John 14:1-10).

Luke 9:36 “And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone.  And they kept it 
close, and told no man in those days any of those things which they had seen.” 

• From the accounts in Matthew and Mark we can learn that Jesus told them 
not to tell anyone what they had seen (Matthew 17:9 and Mark 9:9).

• Peter later wrote of what he saw (II Peter 1:16-18).

Luke 9:37 “And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were come down from 
the hill, much people met him.” 

• We have seen that Jesus often drew multitudes (Luke 5:15, Luke 6:17, Luke 
8:45, etc.).
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Luke 9:38 “And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech 
thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child.” 

• Matthew and Mark give us some further details of this account (Matthew 
17:14-21 and Mark 9:17-29).

• There was a sorrow one felt for his only son (Jeremiah 6:26, Amos 8:10, and 
Zechariah 12:10).

• A Jewish male wanted his seed to continue so much that if a man died, his 
brother would take up his wife and continue his brother’s seed (Genesis 38:8 
and Deuteronomy 25:5-10).

• Remember, among the Jews under the Old Law, their land was their 
inheritance (Genesis 26:1-6, Numbers 33:54, Joshua 1:6, and I Chronicles 
28:8).

• There was also a  focus on leaving that inheritance to one’s children 
(Proverbs 13:22).

Luke 9:39 “And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him 
that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him.” 

• The unclean spirit was tearing the child like we have seen with another (Mark 
1:26).

• There was some sort of foam that came from the child (Mark 9:20) as the boy 
was being bruised.  The word translated “bruised” (Strong’s # 4937) is also 
translated “broken in pieces” (Mark 5:4).

• The ASV translates the end of this verse: “it hardly departeth from him, 
bruising him sorely.”

Luke 9:40 “And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not.” 

• There is a problem here.  The disciples were given the ability over devils 
(Matthew 10:7-8 and Luke 9:1).

• The next verse will show us Jesus exposing the problem.  They needed to do 
something more than just have an ability (Matthew 17:21). 

Luke 9:41 “And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you, and suffer you?  Bring thy son hither.” 

• They [the disciples] certainly had a faith problem (Matthew 6:24-34, Matthew 
14:22-33, Mark 16:14, Luke 8:22-25, Luke 17:5-6, Luke 22:31-32, and John 
20:24-29).

• “Perverse” or “to turn away; pervert” (Acts 13:8; 13:10).  Think on that.  What 
could their lack of faith do to others (cf. II Samuel 12:1-14)?

• This indictment was not just on the disciples, but the generation (Matthew 
11:13-19, Matthew 16:1-4, and Acts 2:40).

• Jesus put forth the question about how long He should be with them and put 
up with them.  Think of the frustration (John 14:8-11).
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Luke 9:42 “And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him.  And 
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his 
father.” 

• As the son was being brought to Jesus, the spirit [devil specifically] threw him 
down and tare him (Mark 9:17-18).

• Jesus rebuked the devil, the unclean spirit which resulted in the child being 
healed (Matthew 17:18, Mark 1:25-26, Mark 9:25-27, and Luke 4:35).

Luke 9:43-44 “And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God.  But while they 
wondered every one at all things which Jesus did, he said unto his disciples, Let these 
sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of 
men.” 

• Jesus certainly left people in amazement [astonishment] at times (Mark 7:37) 
and such was not only because of miracles (Matthew 7:28, Matthew 13:54, 
Matthew 19:16-25, Matthew 22:23-33, and Mark 1:21-22).

• While the people were wondering in amazement at what Jesus did, He spoke 
to His disciples about the fact that He was going to be delivered into the 
hands of men (Mark 8:31).

• So, He wanted them to listen up (Mark 13:23 and John 16:4).
• He was pointing out that His time with them was short as He pointed out 

earlier as well (Luke 9:22).

Luke 9:45 “But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they 
perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying.” 

• They didn’t get it and the near future doesn’t look any better either (Luke 
18:31-34).

• It was not just this they didn’t understand (John 10:6).
• Let’s consider what is meant by the saying “it was hid from them.”  Does that 

mean Jesus kept them from understanding or was it on their part?  When we 
get to the end of the book of Luke the answer is provided (Luke 24:24-53).

• They struggled to see the time constraint (John 16:16-22).
• They sometimes feared asking (Mark 9:30-32).
• When will they get it?  Later is the answer (John 12:16) and with help at that 

(John 14:26 and I Corinthians 2:9-10).

Luke 9:46 “Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be 
greatest.” 

• “Them” is the disciples (Luke 9:43).
• There was a reasoning among them (i.e. Matthew 16:5-12).
• Who is the greatest (Proverbs 25:27, Micah 6:8, Matthew 20:20-28, John 

13:1-17, Romans 12:1-3, Romans 12:10, Ephesians 2:5-10, and 
Philippians 2:3-11)?
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• Later there will be strife over this (Luke 22:24-30).
• Remember, within the body of Christ, it is those more feeble; thought to be 

less honorable that are to be given more honor (I Corinthians 12:14-27).  
WE will talk more about that in verse 48.

Luke 9:47 “And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, and set him by 
him,” 

• Jesus knew their thoughts (Luke 5:21-22, Luke 7:39-40, John 2:24-25, and 
Revelation 2:20-23).

• Took a child and set him by Him (Matthew 19:13-15).

Luke 9:48 “And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my name 
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that is 
least among you all, the same shall be great.” 

• Child-like humility (Matthew 18:1-4).
• Children have an innocence (I Corinthians 14:20).
• Jesus is humble and innocent (Matthew 11:29 and I Peter 2:21-22).
• With those symbols being set forth through this child being by Jesus, our Lord 

taught about how receiving Him [the only begotten of the Father] is equal to 
receiving the Father (Matthew 10:40, Luke 10:16, John 12:44-45, John 
13:20, and John 14:21).

• The least is the greatest principle (Matthew 23:11-12, Mark 10:43-44, Luke 
14:7-11, Galatians 5:13, and I Peter 5:5-6).

Luke 9:49 “And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy 
name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not with us.” 

• The Greek term that is translated “Master” [ἐπιστάτης] in this Scripture is 
only used in the book of Luke (Luke 5:5, Luke 8:24, Luke 8:45, Luke 9:33, 
and Luke 17:13).  The word means: “An appointee over, that is, commander 
(teacher): - master” (Strong’s # 1988).

• Jesus is the Master in each meaning of the word Luke used (Matthew 23:10, 
Ephesians 1:20-22, and I Timothy 6:14-15).

• Remember, John had disciples that were working too.  There were 
misunderstandings involved in these things (Matthew 9:14 and John 
3:25-4:3).

• There is a sub-point to consider to this text also.  What about the forming of 
sects not only here [must be among our local number], but in general (cf. 
Acts 15:1-5)?  What happened in Corinth (I Corinthians 1:10-17, I 
Corinthians 3:1-5, I Corinthians 4:6-7, and I Corinthians 11:16-19)?  The 
“party-spirit” [heresies] is wrong (Galatians 5:19-21).
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Luke 9:50 “And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for 
us.” 

• To forbid [κωλύω] means: “To estop, that is, prevent (by word or act): - forbid, 
hinder, keep from, let, not suffer, withstand” (Strong’s # 2967).

• Here is something to consider…  Jesus wasn’t saying anyone casting out 
devils in His name is okay (Matthew 7:21-23 and Acts 19:11-20).

• Mark’s account: “But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me.  For he that is 
not against us is on our part” (Mark 9:39-40).

• Obviously, we don’t know much more about this situation.  Jesus certainly 
knew more than what is revealed to us (John 2:24-25).

• Think back to Moses’ attitude in related matters (Numbers 11:24-29).
• I am not saying this is the same as about what I am about to reference.  For 

discussion and thought however, consider Paul’s point in Philippians 1:12-18

Luke 9:51 “And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received 
up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,” 

• There was certainly an appointed time for Jesus to come into this world and 
carry out His mission (Galatians 4:1-5).

• During the appointed time He had on earth, there was the right time for Him to 
proceed towards His death and what followed (John 2:1-4, John 7:1-8, John 
7:30, John 8:20, John 13:1, and John 17:1).

• This time in which is referenced is when He should be “received up” (John 
6:62 and I Timothy 3:16).

• The reason He set forth his face to go to Jerusalem is so that all that needed 
to happen at the right times would be fulfilled (Luke 24:44; cf. Acts 3:18).

• Jesus understand the significance of the details and His role in fulfilling those 
details (John 19:24-30).

Luke 9:52 “And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered into a 
village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him.” 

• While Jesus did not center His work among the Samaritans (Matthew 
10:5-6), He did some work among them (John 4:3-44).

• Samaria was a city in Israel that was taken captive at the will of the Lord (II 
Kings 18:9-12).  It was the capital city, where the kings dwelt, of the ten tribes 
of Israel after the division (I Kings 21:18).

• The Jews in the first century did not think highly of the Samaritans (John 
8:48).

• Remember, it was not God’s will that only Judah and part of Benjamin be 
saved (Romans 11:26).
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Luke 9:53 “And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go 
to Jerusalem.” 

• Since Jesus was on a journey to Jerusalem they did not receive Him.  Why?  
The differing view of where to worship no doubt plays a part (John 4:20).

• Though Jesus was not headed to Jerusalem for reasons they might assume, 
if He were headed there to worship that is where God designated His name to 
be (II Chronicles 6:6 and Psalms 87:1-2; cf. Deuteronomy 12:5-11).

• Furthermore, prophesies point towards Jerusalem rather than other cities 
(Isaiah 2:1-3 and Micah 4:1-2; cf. Luke 24:47).

Luke 9:54 “And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou 
that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias 
did?” 

• So, my first reaction is that they could not cast out a demon; but now they can 
call fire from Heaven (Luke 9:37-42)????  However, James and John may 
have been with Jesus when this occurred (Luke 9:28-36).  Also, even if they 
failed, Jesus is with them now and thus they could be bolder.

• As for calling for fire from Heaven (Genesis 19:24, Exodus 9:23, II Kings 
1:1-17, II Chronicles 7:1, etc.).

• One could understand the carnal reaction here.  The Lord is being rejected by 
people He could help (Jeremiah 8:8-17).

• We will see the Lord’s reasoning on the matter as we proceed.

Luke 9:55 “But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of.” 

• Jesus rebuked [admonished sharply] them (Mark 8:33).
• We have to consider the later part of this verse in light of verse 56.  They 

were looking at this through the wrong lens (I Samuel 16:7 and Isaiah 
55:8-9).  

Luke 9:56 “For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. 
And they went to another village.” 

• Jesus came to earth to save (Matthew 1:18-21, Matthew 18:11, Luke 
5:27-32, Luke 19:1-10, John 10:1-18, and I Timothy 1:12-16).

• Then, they got back to work (Matthew 9:35).

Luke 9:57 “And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto 
him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.” 

• It can be easy to say, “I will do it” (Exodus 24:3, Exodus 24:7, Deuteronomy 
5:27-28, Deuteronomy 26:17, and Joshua 24:21).

© 1999-2023 by Brian A. Yeager.  No one has the right to sell or edit this material!



https://www.wordsoftruth.net                                                                                                Brian A. Yeager

• What happens after that statement is not always in line with that initial 
statement (Exodus 32:31, Joshua 7:1; 7:11, Judges 2:11-15; 2:20, and 
Titus 1:16).

Luke 9:58 “And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” 

• Parellel: Matthew 8:19-20
• Jesus did not have worldly wealth to offer (II Corinthians 8:9).
• There were no “creature comforts” on the road with Jesus.  He was 

dependent upon others for the physical needs of this life (Luke 8:1-3).  So 
were those that went out in His name (Matthew 10:5-11).

Luke 9:59 “And he said unto another, Follow me.  But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go 
and bury my father.” 

• Under the Law of Moses there were certain laws that might come to thought 
here (Deuteronomy 20:6-7 and Deuteronomy 24:5).

• These principles became potential excuses.  Things have changed when it 
relates to following Jesus (Luke 14:12-33). 

Luke 9:60 “Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God.” 

• Parellel: Matthew 8:21-22
• Their dead is relative to the spiritual nature of said individuals (Luke 15:24; 

15:32, and Ephesians 2:1-5).
• This man wanted to join in the work Christ was doing.  Rather than corpses 

(James 2:26), he needed to focus on the work of preaching the kingdom of 
God as that was what he wanted to follow Jesus for.  Teaching with Jesus 
meant going from place to place (Matthew 4:23, Matthew 9:35, Mark 6:6, 
and Luke 13:22).

Luke 9:61 “And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them 
farewell, which are at home at my house.” 

• Elisha said something similar to Elijah (I Kings 19:19-21).
• What this does show about this man is that he didn’t understand what he was 

“signing up for” (so to speak).  Like we talked about in verse 60, and we shall 
discuss more in the next chapter (Luke 10:1-12), this is a go elsewhere work.

Luke 9:62 “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

• This is the summary of Jesus’ responses…  The work of the Lord is one in 
which you cannot turn back from in a variety of applications.
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• What John did (Acts 12:25 and Acts 13:13; cf. Acts 15:36-40).  It may be 
that he later was valuable to Paul (Colossians 4:10, II Timothy 4:11, and 
Philemon 1:24).

• Turning back in general (Hebrews 10:38).
• Turing back to the world; to sin (II Timothy 4:10).
• Influenced backwards (II Peter 2:18-22).
• Even in being someone who is just not settled (James 1:8).
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