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Study Notes For Hebrews 

(Chapter Eight)

Hebrews 8:1-6 - “Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have 
such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 
and not man.  For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it 
is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.  For if he were on earth, he 
should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law: 
Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was 
admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that 
thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.  But now 
hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a 
better covenant, which was established upon better promises” (Hebrews 8:1-6).

This chapter starts off summarizing the things taught in the previous chapters 
concerning Jesus as our High Priest.  Jesus is set on the right hand of the throne of our 
Heavenly Father (Mark 16:19, Acts 2:32-33, Acts 5:30-31, Colossians 3:1, and Hebrews 
12:1-2).  Our Father is referred to as the “Majesty in the heavens” which is basically the 
same as the earlier reference in this letter to Him being the “Majesty on high” (Hebrews 
1:3).  First century Jewish Christians needed to grasp the fact that the office of the high 
priest was no longer an earthly office.  Jesus died and is risen again to intercede for us 
as He sits at the right hand of our Father (Romans 8:34).

The true tabernacle is not on earth.  In the next chapter we find these words: “But 
Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building…  For Christ is not 
entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:11; 9:24).  While 
Jesus was on earth He attempted to teach people away from looking for “holy places” 
(so to speak) on earth.  In a conversation with the woman at the well, we read this: “Our 
fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship.  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.  Ye 
worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.  But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:20-24).
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The work of the high priests included offering gifts and sacrifices for sins 
(Hebrews 5:1).  This was known among the Jews.  It was taught in the their Law 
(Leviticus 4:1-35).  What Jesus did to get to the right hand of our Father was far greater 
than what priests of old did.  Jesus offered Himself (I Corinthians 5:7 and Ephesians 
5:2).  Later in this letter we will read this: “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.  By the which will we 
are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  And every 
priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:9-12).

The point was made that Christ could not do what He has done and what He is 
doing if He were on earth.  Our Lord came from the tribe of Judah (Hebrews 7:14).  He 
would have no right under the Law of Moses to offer sacrifices as a high priest 
(Numbers 16:40, Joshua 18:7, and II Chronicles 26:18-19).  Secondly, those earthly 
sacrifices were an example and a shadow of heavenly things.  To understand this, 
consider words we shall read later in this letter: “For the law having a shadow of good 
things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.  For 
then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once 
purged should have had no more conscience of sins.  But in those sacrifices there is a 
remembrance again made of sins every year.  For it is not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:1-4).

Moses did not err in the establishment of the earthly tabernacle.  He was given a 
pattern to follow by the Lord (Exodus 25:40).  When Solomon constructed the temple in 
Jerusalem, he too followed a pattern given to David by our Lord (I Chronicles 28:10-12).  
However, those things of old were only a shadow of the things to come in Christ 
(Colossians 2:14-17).  In Christ, there is the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is 
Heavenly, rather than earthly (Hebrews 9:1-11).  The hard thing for those loyal to the 
Law of Moses to accept was that Jesus brought in a more excellent way.  The more 
excellent way in Christ was established upon better promises.  Instead of the promise of 
a land flowing with milk and honey (Leviticus 20:24), the promise of Christ is eternal life 
(I John 5:20).  You would think that a logical person would see that and choose the 
greater.  However, sometimes people are not very logical.

Think back to Cain and Abel.  Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than his 
brother Cain did (Hebrews 11:4).  If you will recall, Cain killed Abel because of that 
(Genesis 4:1-12).  Like Cain, people sometimes cling strongly to something even when 
it is not good for them.  That mindset then leads to further error.  Don’t miss that point.  

© 2021 This Hebrews Study  was published by Brian A. Yeager.  No one has the right to sell or edit this material!



http://www.wordsoftruth.net                                                                                                  Brian A. Yeager

We read about Cain and Abel for more than one reason.  This reason applies here.  
Later in this letter, the point will be made that Jesus offered a sacrifice that speaks 
better things than that of Abel (Hebrews 12:24).  A student of the Scriptures of old 
should have put all of that together and learned to accept the better things that Jesus 
offered which the old law could not. 

Hebrews 8:7-13 - “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place 
have been sought for the second.  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 
day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they 
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.  For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people: And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least 
to the greatest.  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more.  In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the 
first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away” (Hebrews 
8:7-13).

The law of Moses was not faultless [blameless; free from fault or defect (Strong’s 
# 273)].  In the previous chapter we read: “For there is verily a disannulling of the 
commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.  For the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God” (Hebrews 7:18-19).  The Law of Moses was added because of 
transgressions (Galatians 3:19 and I Timothy 1:8-11).  The Law of Moses was weak 
through the flesh (Romans 8:3).  The old law was intended to be a schoolmaster [tutor] 
(Galatians 3:24).  Even for the children of Israel, the Law of Moses did not offer 
justification (Acts 13:26-39).  Thankfully, Jesus came to fulfill the law (Matthew 5:17-18) 
and give us the “perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25).

The penmen of this letter then turned the reader’s attention to a prophesy of old.  
We have a detail given to us now before we look at that prophecy.  We know that the 
thought behind the prophecy was that the Lord found fault with the Law of Moses.  With 
that information, notice what the prophet Jeremiah prophesied and you will have the text 
wherein our current study originated: “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although 
I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their 
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inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my 
people.  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:31-34).  

If you compare the words of old with what is written in the Hebrew letter there are 
slight differences in wording.  You will notice that in what Jeremiah wrote, God spoke of 
being an husband to them.  It was not God that broke that covenant, it was Israel and 
Judah that broke that covenant (II Chronicles 21:8-13, Jeremiah 3:1-25, and Ezekiel 
16:1-63).  There are other differences to ponder from what Jeremiah wrote and the text 
we are studying now.

Jeremiah and the Hebrew writer that is quoting from Jeremiah established some 
differences between the old and new laws.  The law of old was written on tables of 
stone initially (Exodus 24:12).  The New Testament law was originally given to men by 
the Spirit of God and not on tables of stone (II Corinthians 3:1-3).  Even today, wherein 
the Spirit of God is not working through men as He did in the first century (I Corinthians 
12:1-13:13 and I John 2:27), the word of God takes root in the heart and mind of the 
hearer (Luke 8:1-15).  Consider though, that this happened under the old law as well 
(Deuteronomy 6:6 and Deuteronomy 11:18).  The fact is, Romans 10:8 is a quote from 
Deuteronomy 30:14.  Thus, we have to see that this difference was experienced through 
the work of the Spirit directly in the first century.  That contrasting point is made and 
taught in two chapters in the letter that was written to the saints in Rome (Romans 
7:1-8:39).

Another difference is the teaching about God.  Under the Old Law, the Gentiles 
were a law unto themselves because the word of God was not taught everywhere 
(Romans 2:1-15).  That was the case because the Law was given to Israel rather than 
the whole world (Leviticus 26:46 and Romans 3:1-2).  The words of our Lord on the 
other hand were to be preached by the Apostles to all nations (Matthew 28:16-20, Mark 
16:14-20, and Luke 24:44-47).  They accomplished that task (Romans 16:25-26, 
Colossians 1:5-6, and Colossians 1:23).

Another difference is something we have discussed several times throughout our 
studies of this letter and will again going forward.  Under the Old Law the forgiveness of 
sins that we have in Christ was not available to anyone.  Now, that forgiveness is 
available to any sinner who will be converted and be faithful.  These words are New 
Covenant words only: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
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And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (I John 2:1-2).  Our God wants all men to be saved (I Timothy 2:1-4).  He 
is not willing that any should perish (II Peter 3:9).  Therefore, it is no wonder why He 
found fault with the first covenant.  For this, we should be eternally grateful.  The Jews 
that missed these truths needed to wake up!
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