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I Peter 2:1-3
Desiring The Word To Grow In Understanding Of Our Lord

I. Introduction:

A. It takes a prepared heart for the word of God to be effective (Mark 4:14-20).
1. Before one can have his or her heart right, he or she has to get away 
from things that interfere (Ezekiel 18:31-32 and James 1:21).
2. Think about what Ezra did (Ezra 7:10).
3. In contrast to Ezra, consider what Rehoboam did not do (II Chronicles 
12:13-14).

B. Laying aside, putting off, casting off (Romans 13:12-14).
1. The things from our sinful pasts (Colossians 3:5-10).
2. Even for those who are not in a sinful state, there is a need to set aside 
the things that would weigh us down (Hebrews 12:1-3).

II. Body: “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, 
and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious” (I Peter 2:1-3).

A. Laying aside (Romans 8:13 and Galatians 5:24)…
1. All malice [ill-will, desire to injure; wickedness] (I Corinthians 14:20, 
Ephesians 4:31, and I Peter 2:16).
2. All guile [craft; deceit] (Mark 7:20-23, I Peter 2:21-23, and I Peter 3:10; 
cf. Mark 14:1).
3. Hypocrisies (Proverbs 11:9, Matthew 7:1-5, and I Timothy 4:1-3; cf. 
James 3:13-17).
4. Envies (Proverbs 14:30, Proverbs 27:4, I Timothy 6:3-5, and James 
4:1-5; cf. Mark 15:6-10).
5. All evil speakings [backbitings; Strong’s # 2636] (II Corinthians 12:20; 
cf. Psalms 15:1-3).
6. Why?  Carnality prevents growth (I Corinthians 3:1-3).

B. As newborn babes…
1. From the standpoint of hunger and thirst (Isaiah 55:1-11).
2. From the standpoint of innocence and humility (Matthew 18:3-4).
3. Form the standpoint of the first works (Revelation 2:1-5).
4. Not from the standpoint of inexperience, as that would be a negative for 
those who should not be at that stage (Hebrews 5:12-14).

C. Desire (Psalms 19:7-11).
1. Defined: “1) to long for, desire; 2) to pursue with love, to long after; 3) to 
lust, harbor forbidden desire” (Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon; Strong’s # 
1971). 

a. “Long” (Romans 1:11).
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b. “Earnestly desiring” (II Corinthians 5:2).
c. “Long after” (II Corinthians 9:14).
d. “Long after” (Philippians 1:8).
e. “Longed after” (Philippians 2:26).
f. “Desiring greatly” (I Thessalonians 3:6).
g. “Greatly desiring” (II Timothy 1:4). 
h. “Lusteth” (James 4:5).

2. Think about the people of old, and how we should be far more 
interested in the law of liberty than they were in the Law of Moses which 
could not justify them.  Yet, they were more attentive than many professed 
Christians ever are (Nehemiah 8:1-9; 9:1-3).

D. Think about the word translated “sincere” which means: “1) guileless
1a) in things: unmixed, unadulterated, pure; 1b) in persons: without dishonest 
intent, guileless” (Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon; Strong’s # 97).

1. Every word of God is pure (Proverbs 30:5).
2. As silver tried in the furnace (Psalms 12:6).
3. Which is why we should love His word (Psalms 119:140).

E. That ye may grow thereby (II Peter 3:15-18).
1. Growth isn’t just about an accumulation of knowledge (II Peter 1:1-11).
2. Lacking knowledge is shameful for those that should have such as 
professing Christians (I Corinthians 15:34).
3. While Christians are expected to grow and such growth will result in 
greater knowledge, we have to be careful too (I Corinthians 8:1).

F. If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious [kind; virtuous; good] (Psalms 
34:8 and Psalms 100:3-5).

1. His word directly states that He is gracious (Psalms 145:8-9).
2. His word testifies of His kindness in ways we benefit from spiritually and 
physically (Titus 3:3-4 and Matthew 5:45).

III. Conclusion: Our next study: “To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ” (I Peter 2:4-5).
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