Giving an Answer (I Peter 3:15)
Divorce and Remarriage

Answer the following false positions on the back of this paper:

“But someone asks: “What about a woman who is put away (divorced) by a man simply because
the man no longer wanted to be married? Fornication is not involved and the woman repeatedly
tried to prevent the divorce, but to no avail. After a couple of years the man marries another
woman. Is the ‘put way’ woman then free to marry?’ She certainly is, if she puts away her
husband for fornication. She would have to do this before God in purpose of heart since the
divorce has already taken place, legally speaking. She could not go through the process of having
a legal document charging her husband with ‘adultery,” but God would know...” (Weldon E.
Warnock; Searching the Scriptures, November issue, 1985)

"If, as some say, the universal moral law under which the Gentiles lived (and all now live) is
taken out of the way at the cross, and those in the world are now under Christ’s law (the gospel),
what now is the ground of death? Christ’s law cannot make dead, because Christ’s system
makes alive. What does this have to do with the subject of marriage - divorce - remarriage? It
simply shows that the people of the world are under a system of law other than Christ’s new
covenant. They are under the universal moral law of God, and the violation of this law makes
one a sinner... This law, though never codified in written form, was never abrogated™" (Homer
Hailey; The Divorced and Remarried Who Would Come To God; Page 37; 47).

"It should also be observed that neither Paul nor Christ legislated on marriage, divorce, and
remarriage for two unbelievers. Therefore, we have no right to bind on people in the world the
law of Christ, which He bound on two married people who are in His covenant. Once they obey
the gospel they come under Christ’s law in this matter and they are not to divorce and remarry
except for fornication" (James D. Bales; Not Under Bondage; Page 10).

“The question invariably arises as to whether Jesus has made any definitive statement concerning
the "legal right" of a divorced person, whether they be the innocent or guilty party, to remarry.
Would God view such a remarriage as sinful, or would it be an acceptable union in His sight?

Some theologians theorize that the innocent party may acceptably remarry, but the guilty party
may not. Others adamantly declare that neither may remarry. Both state far more than Jesus!
God’s Son spoke of both innocent and guilty parties remarrying, and always spoke of those
unions in terms which characterized them as legitimate marriages. Jesus neither condemned nor
condoned those unions by any direct teaching; He merely acknowledged their reality: A first
marriage had been terminated, and a second marriage had been initiated. The prohibiting of
marriage to any or all parties involved in a divorce simply cannot be justified by an appeal to the
teaching of Jesus Christ. Such restrictions find their source and support only in the minds of
men” (Al Maxey; Down, But not Out; http://www.zianet.com/maxey/mdrbook.htm).
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