Giving an Answer (I Peter 3:15)
Unity in Diversity

Answer the following false positions:

“It is obvious that Christians sometimes disagree about scriptural instruction, even in matters of
considerable moral and doctrinal import. In spite of these disagreements, we work and worship
together, leaving many matters of individual judgment in the hands of God. That behavior is, |
believe, the issue addressed in Romans 14” (Ed Harrell; Christianity Magazine; April 1989; page
6).

“Some of those who mistake conformity for unity appear to be startled when they first learn that
we suggest there may be unity-in-diversity. Actually we go much further than that. We assert
that if there is any unity at all it must be unity in diversity” (Carl Ketcherside, “The Twisted
Scriptures”; pages 71-72).

“The present frontier is the frontier of a grace-based fellowship with all our brothers and sisters
in Christ. A truth began to dawn on us in the 1960’s and 70’s and increasingly through the
1980’s. That truth is that God’s grace extends not only to our moral imperfections but also to
our doctrinal short-comings” (Gary Person; Image Magazine; September / October 1993; page
32).

“The implications of all this to unity and fellowship are weighty. It means that the gospel itself,
not our doctrinal interpretations, is the basis of our being one in Christ and in fellowship with
each other. That is, when one believes in Jesus and obeys him in baptism, he is our brother and
in the fellowship, this is oneness and this is unity. That fellowship is strengthened and made
joyful by doctrine, but it is the gospel and not doctrine that determines fellowship... In doctrinal
matters there can be and will be diversity of opinion and interpretation. It was so with the
apostles themselves. But this is good, for we stretch each other’s minds and help each other to

grow in knowledge in our mutual search for truth...” (Leroy Garrett; Restoration Review; pages
42-46).
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