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Are You Visiting With Us?

If you are visiting with us, we want to
wel come you to the
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven
and to help you do the same. We use
the Bible as our standard to govern
what we do in our work and worship
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,

Il Timothy 1:13, Il Timothy 3:16-17,
and | Peter 4:11).

We welcome your questions and
would love the opportunity to study
further with you. Luke recorded a
fascinating statement we all need to
considerrA Then said one
Lord, are there few that be saved?
And he said unto them, strive to enter
in at the strait gate: for many, | say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shal | not {Leke B3[RB-21D
We invite you to join us in being one
of the few that are saved!

L

We Must Teach What Is Needful
By: Brian A. Yeager

In preparation for public teaching, it is impossible to know
for sure what audience you will be declaring the word of God to.
In each audience there may be those present who have a pressing
need to hear something that will get them into a right relationship
with God. A responsible teacher, who cares about the souls of men
and women, cannot simply ignore those in the audience who have
a need to hear something specifically. He cannot just always
preach his prepared message. As each of us have an opportunity to
teach anyone, we must recall the need for urgency in declaring that
which will save souls (Isaiah 30:20-21, Isaiah 62:6-7, Ezekiel
3:17-21, Matthew 24:43-44, 11 Timothy 4:2 and Romans 10:14).

When we read sermons directed in the New Testament to
the lost, they were told what they must do to be saved (Acts 2:36-
41, Acts 3:14-19, Acts 8:4-13, Acts 8:26-39, Acts 9:1-20, Acts
0 r J)!44-48¢ Acts 16:18-15, Acts 16:25-34, Acts 18:8, Acts 19:1-7,
etceée). When we see Christi

house to houseé Wher efor e

decl are unto you (AdsPk0:2Q;26€7).c 0
Whether it is the lost of this world, brethren in error, or even the
faithful; there must be an effort to teach the things needed to help
the audience get to Heaven.

What is the purpose of teaching anyone if we are not going
H 1 {o ddréds Mose things which are needed? Do we come to study
Goddés word or hear the prea
something to do? Some prepare lessons that are so generic that no
one would be affected. Some articles are written which have no
point other than to have something printed. Have you ever noticed
that publications that are
have first principle articles on baptism, etc. which are directed to
the lost? Does that make any sense to you? Sermons are preached
on the fact that there is one church (Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4), but

ans

principle: AAnd how | kept back nothing that was profitable unto
you, but have shewed you, and have taughtpylickly, and from

| t

am pure from the blood of all men. For | have not shunned to
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pri


http://www.wordsoftruth.net/

everyone in the audience already knows that and are members of that one body. Does that seem logical to you?
How about those Bible Classes directed on fwetl?at
Wh at 60 s % Holks, ther®is raom to teach and preach on these matters, but such lessons need to be

directed to those who need to hear them or directed in a way to help those saved to teach others (Il Timothy 2:2
and | Peter 8:kERBdw thé famodsndfive steps of- sal
points), how did you get up those figurative stairs? Repetition is good (cf. | Timothy 4.6 and 1l Peter 3:1-2),

but some things need set aside for a while so we can move on to the needful things (Hebrews 6:1-2).

| t Was Needful é

Notice the point of our article proven through the pen of Jude:i Bel oved, when | gav
write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhbat yaushould
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God
into lasciviousness,amle nyi ng t he only Lord Gauadkyersea34l Fadks judeL o r ¢
was going to write about the common salvation. However, there was another need. The need was to write and
prepare the saints to defend the truth against those who would creep in unawares and teach error. Would Jude
have accomplished any good by neglecting the need and addressing something else?

Let6s make a secular application to the point
for some reason, have had to go to the doctor for an illness. Let us say that you have a headache. You go to the
doctor and inform he or she of your symptoms. T

you came here today. This month is breast cancer awareness month. So, here is some information for you to
read and considerd. This doctor then sends in the nursetotakeaur i ne sampl e and bl ood

wondering what in the world this all has to do w
later, a lab technician comes into take you foranx-r ay on your ankl e. You ar e
youtakinganx-r ay of my ankl e when | have a headache?0

the instructions to do what he do e sewithicAdnyotrhnkle, e nd

a new prescription to help fight cancer, and the headache you came in with that is now worse. Would you go
back the next time you have a headache?

We Must Watch the Symptoms and Treat the llinesses

To be a good teacher you need to be observant. You have to understand things such as bad attendance
being a symptom of a lack of love and commitment to the Lord (Colossians 3:1-4). You have to look at those
struggling, find out why through the symptoms you see, and teach what is necessary to treat the illness. If we
care about souls, we will learn to truly say those things which are needful rather than saying something just for
the sake of speaking (Il Timothy 2:14). In a context dealing with marriage, Paul said: AANnd this | speak for
your own profit not that | may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend
upon the Lord wlCorihttoanost7:350 iWSlltwe adsa@téadh that vehich profits the hearer?

Conclusion

You have seen me change a sermon or a class many times to fit the audience. This is for no other reason
than to preach the Gospel to save souls (Acts 11:13-14, Romans 1:16, and James 1:21). While I spend much
time in thought, study, and preparation to teach an expected audience; | also prepare through regular study to
teach every audience. Furthermore, I will continue to teach as much as I can in one sermon that | know is
needed to profit the whole of those assembled that day. Let us focus on that which is needful (Luke 10:38-42).

What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)Plear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19),
confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38, | Corinthians 12:12-13, and
Romans 6:1-6). One must then remain faithful (Rev. 2:10).




