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El Paso, TX 79904
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OUR MEETING TIMES:

Sunday Bible Class: 9:45 AM
Sunday Worship: 10:55 AM
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM
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Are You Visiting With Us?

If you are visiting with us, we want to
wel come you to the
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven
and to help you do the same. We use
the Bible as our standard to govern
what we do in our work and worship
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,

Il Timothy 1:13, Il Timothy 3:16-17,
and | Peter 4:11).

We welcome your questions and
would love the opportunity to study
further with you. Luke recorded a
fascinating statement we all need to
considerrA Then said one
Lord, are there few that be saved?
And he said unto them, strive to enter
in at the strait gate: for many, | say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shall not(Lukel3:23624)e 0
We invite you to join us in being one
of the few that are saved!

Can We Worship With Apostate Congregations?
By: Brian A. Yeager

Times are tough if you are looking for a place to move to in
our present day. There seems to be fewer and fewer congregations
which have chosen to remain true to the ways which be of God.
As the apostates of the past, many have refused to walk in the old
paths (Jeremiah 6:16). This has left Christians in some difficult
positions as they move with their jobs or for other reasons to
different areas in our country. Christians are finding themselves
making calls and doing research just to find that what is really
going on is not omhcad tthheyd®wes| &l

to that place. You cannottrustthe,id o y ou b e ltoi evje
have aut hor it yqudstomrtoday.| The answerast |we
often Ayeso, whil,dntolbe practiic

This has left some Christians wondering whether to move
back to where they know there is a sound congregation, wondering
Lio rifithey shouldibedirha new one, or even wondering if they should
justsettlefor,it he best tEverewprsecsanatimdsthen { 0 .
congregation you leave is not as it was if you were to return.

So, what do we do if we are in this situation? Some have
chosen to just find the best they can in a congregation to work and
worship with. Some have decided to go where they feel they can
make a difference. Both of these types have concluded that there
are no perfect congregations and the balance is really on where you
as an individual stand.

Some of these who decide to work and worship with a

N éoﬂgregétit?n’ in error have decided that Revelation chapters two

and three give them authority to do so. In fact, this has become the
igo t forsome. &he specific passage many seem to refer to

when excusing themselves for worshipping in error is Revelation

3:4. That passage states: i T lu bast a few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with ime
i n white: f or Sotatwe getintotheheawaf out hly o
lesson on this matter, we shall examine this text. We need to ask if
Revelation 3:4 is telling Christians to worship in error.
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Were The Faithful In Sardis Instructed To Worship With Apostates?

The whole context of the passage in question is as following: i An d u nt oof theleheirchaimSardis
write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; | know thy works, that thbu he
a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready t¢ d
for | have not found thy works perfect before God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and h
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hou
will come upon tee. Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall
walk with me in white: for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; end |
will not blot out his name out of the booWiéd, but | will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
He that hath an ear, | et hi m h(Besetatiowdl®&)t t he Spirilit

The church in Sardis was not a working congregation. They had an identity, but that was about it. The
exception was a few who were working. Now,her e ar e some questionsé Whet e
working in Sardis told to worship where false teaching was going on? Where were those who were doing what they
neededtoin Sardist ol d t o worship with a congregation who wa:
faithful few told to worship with a congregation who was worshipping in error? The answer is the same for each
question, NO WHERE! Brethren, if Jesus would have told the brethren in Sardis it was okay to worship in the
presence of false doctrine and abuses, then He would have been inconsistent. You see, He told the saints in
Pergamos and Thyatira just a few verses previous to this text the exact opposite (Revelation 2:14-16; 2:20-26). Also,
to allow the saints in Sardis to work and worship in error would have contradicted many other Scriptures.

If You Work And Worship With An Apostate Congregation You Are In Opposition To Many Scriptures

When addressing a subjectmat t er such as this, I know the truth
Therefore, we shall simply let the Scriptures do most of the speaking from here forward. Notice what the Lord hath
said on thismatter: i Wh osoever tr an shqotia thedodtrine of Ghnstl hath bot Gbd. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not t
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: Forthiadtath him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds Now | beseech you, brethren, mark the
the doctrine which ye have learned; aaxbid them For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeche
persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. | have hated the congregation of evil doevsll anad sit with the
wicked? A n Becaush & false brethrerunawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty whi¢h
we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: To whom we gave place by sulgeotbfior an
hour; that the truth of the gospel might continmeé t h  y o u é Wherefore i f ye be
of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinaricascli not; taste not; handle not;
Which all are to perish with the using after the commandments and doates of merf? Which things have indeed
a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of tf
f | e(H Joln 9-11, Romans 16:17-18, Psalms 26:4-5, Galatians 2:4-5, and Colossians 2:20-23).

Conclusion

Many more Scriptures could have been used to prove the point. Questions like, how do you withdraw from
the disorderly in an apostate group when all are disorderly, could be asked (Il Thessalonians 3:6; 14-15). However,
how many should it take (Luke 6:46 and Luke 11:28)? Ye t , stil |l those peopl e who
Notice, again, what the Lord hassaid:i Let no man deceive you with vain w
the wrath of God upon the children of disobed&rBe not ye therefore partakers with thenfor ye were
sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is injall
goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable untadheArahave no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness b ut r at h e (Ephasienp5r6-4ly.e t he mo
What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)Plear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19),

confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38-41; 47, | Corinthians 12:12-13,
and Romans 6:1-6; 16:16). One must then remain faithful (Colossians 1:23).




