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Are You Visiting With Us?

If you are visiting with us, we want to
wel come you to the
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven
and to help you do the same. We use
the Bible as our standard to govern
what we do in our work and worship
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,

Il Timothy 1:13, Il Timothy 3:16-17,
and | Peter 4:11).

We welcome your questions and
would love the opportunity to study
further with you. Luke recorded a
fascinating statement we all need to
considerrA Then said one
Lord, are there few that be saved?
And he said unto them, strive to enter
in at the strait gate: for many, | say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shall not(Lukel3:23624)e 0
We invite you to join us in being one
of the few that are saved!
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Are You An Honest Person?
By: Brian A. Yeager

amazed

All around us we see people who are very dishonest. |
have known people who lie when it would be better to just tell the
truth. At the close of 2007 credit card companies reported that
accounts which were 90 days overdue had increased 50% in 2007
(nttp:/ vww.sfgate.com/cgiin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2007/12/23/financial/f113330S73.DT)L
We never know when employers, banks, or anyone else is going to
fall short of their promises to us. Worse than all of that, it is
getting increasingly harder to trust those with whom we are to find

| am not surprised to hear that people of the world sign
their names to a credit card slip, but do not pay the bill. I am not
surprised that a worldly army recruiter might promise something
he knows he cannot deliver. Brethren, we ought to be surprised
when one of our own does not tell the truth, pay their bills, etc.

Sometimes Christians find the way of the world easier to

once

screening calls because bill collectors were calling. They even
joked about not answering the phone. This couple would tell you
to just speak on the answering machine and they would then pick
up the phone (this was before the days of caller identification
devices). Brethren, we are supposed to be a light unto this world
(Matthew 5:14-16 and Philippians 2:15-16). We should not be
living in such a way that we have to hide ourselves. We are to be a
people who are without blame [fault] (Ephesians 1:3-4 and Il Peter
3:14), Fot a people who have many charges that can be made

us."These people that claimed to be Christians and had to
hide from banks calling to collect overdue bills are no different
than those who shed the blood of the innocent (Proverbs 6:16-19).

As we examine the subject matter of honesty, will you be
honest in truly examining yourself (11 Corinthians 13:5)?
Sometimes people find ways to justify lying. Regardless of the
justification of men, the damnation of those who lie is sure
(Revelation 21:8). We are people of truth, so let us be such!
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We Need To Keep Our Word

The main body points of this article are going to simply be quotes of Scriptures. There are just so many
toexamine,ldondét want any more of my words to take ¢t he
honesty and lies. Keep in mind that a vow is a promise as you look at some of these passages. Now, notice
what the Lord says.

ABut above ethren, swhar notgneither byyheaben, neither by the earth, neither by arly
ot her oath: but | et your yea be yea; and your [na
vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in foolsthaayvhich thou hast vowed. Better is i
that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy fle:
to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angnyoatehgnd
destroy the work of thine handseé Lie not one |to
deeds é I have not written unto you because ye k
t he tr ut h étheytBdtdodis mmmaadments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh aDiearly beloved, | beseech you as strange|s
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; Having your conversation honest ammjong
the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, whah thzy s
behol d, gl orify Go@améshl2 tEdtlesiasdsd:}-6, Gofossiand 39,il Johm 2:41,0 n 0
Revelation 22:14-15, and | Peter 2:11-12).

AA faithful witness wild/l n o Recdmpemse tomainan doil elvila | |s e
Provide things honest in the sight of all/l me n é
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenngs, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jé¢sus
Christ, and make not pr ovi si oHetHatspeakethteuth Sheveth forth it o
righteousness: but a false witness decé&hiere is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongu? of
the wise is health. The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment. Dece
is in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellfers @ e a ¢ €Proverbs 14:50Rpnans 12:17,

Romans 13:12-14, and Proverbs 12:17-20).

Conclusion

Whether we tell somethingto Godorman,we 6 d better keep our word |(R
50:14-15). Liars are children of the devil (John 8:44). | suppose that would make us all ask ourselves who we
really belong to. If you are a liar, the answer is obvious. We need to be people who can be trusted. Even in the
case wherein Paul spoke of finances, he did all that he could to be honest and forthright. In fact, as funds would
be taken from Corinth to poor saints, Paul made provisions for accounting of those funds. Notice what he said:
AfiAnd we have sent with him the brother, whose |pr
only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace, which is administered by, us tc
the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind: Avoiding this, that no man should blame us ir
this abundance which is administeredus: Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but
al so i n t h é¢lCerintiganst8:18621). me n o

Bret hren, |l et 6s be | i ke RFdwlw drme héaialglse wtho/ch
behold, before God, | liroto (Galatians 1:20). We need to be a people of truth in every way. When we speak
of Godés word | etbds halm8dl.e iWhear iighti s( lolurTiomont [hwo
the truth (11 Corinthians 11:31). Be an honest person and continue in that manner of life.
What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)Plear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19),

confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38-41; 47, | Corinthians 12:12-13,
and Romans 6:1-6; 16:16). One must then remain faithful (Colossians 1:23).




