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OUR MEETING TIMES:

Sunday Bible Class: 9:45 AM
Sunday Worship: 10:55 AM
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM
Thursday Bible Study: 7:00 PM

Are You Visiting With Us?

If you are visiting with us, we want to
wel come you to the
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven
and to help you do the same. We use
the Bible as our standard to govern
what we do in our work and worship
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,

Il Timothy 1:13, Il Timothy 3:16-17,
and | Peter 4:11).

We welcome your questions and
would love the opportunity to study
further with you. Luke recorded a
fascinating statement we all need to
considerrA Then said one
Lord, are there few that be saved?
And he said unto them, strive to enter
in at the strait gate: for many, | say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shall not(Lukel3:23624)e 0
We invite you to join us in being one
of the few that are saved!

to bury their loved one. The question does not become about
where to put a body which inhabits no soul. The question does not

O fhécbrmeeohe of how to dispose of the shell of a person. The
question does not become about where to allow the dust to return
to dust (Genesis 3:19). Most people, whether honest enough to
admit it or not, have some depth of belief that their loved one is
going to be in some grave.

Once a gravesite is
determined and the fleshly
remains are buried, then
the questions about the
upkeep of the gravesite
Lio r falfow. Some peaphe
spend much time and
money keeping up the
appearance of a gravesite.
Some decorate those
gravesites according to
secul ar hol i
seen gravesites of children
with Tonka toy trucks and
other toys on them. Some
are simply absorbed in how a gravesite looks. How far is too far?
It—l%w np]alnymChristmas lights do you put on your trashcan?

U n

Once the gravesite is decorated some people move on to a
regular visiting schedule. Some spend a lot of time visiting and
having talks with the bones that lie in a grave. All of this is done
for a person who is no longer present in this life. For those
proclaiming to be Christians, one has to wonder why they do not
believe what the Scriptures say about the whereabouts of the soul
beyond this life. For sure, a faithful Christian understands that a
gravesite is merely a waste yard for human remains.

For The Person That ds
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Where Is Your Loved One Who Has Died Physically?

We shall let the Scriptures speak here for a while. Therefore, take careful note to what GOD has to say.
fiLike as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fea# hiror he knoweth our frame; he
remembereth that we are dugts for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourigfath
the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it né nfdreu hidest thy face,
they are troubled: thou takeaway their breath, they die, and return to their @dustThen shalthe dust return
to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God whogageit Ther e was a celt e
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar hame
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fek friecm th
man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came tbgab® beggar died, and was
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosotthe rich man also died, and was burighd in hell [hades] he
lift up his eyes, being in tormds, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried ard
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in watér, ar
cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame. But Abraham Saial, remember that thou in thy lifetime
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented
And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would phsadeotn
you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, | pray thee therefare,
father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For | have five brethren; that he may testify unjo the
lest they also come inthis place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repen
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the ptepheither will they be persuaded, though one rose
from t hRsalmd &18-86; 104:29, Ecclesiastes 12:7, and Luke 16:19-31).

The Scriptures above show us that we are not visiting someone we love at a gravesite. The Scriptures
above show us that we are not able to communicate with the dead. The Scriptures above show us that human
remains return to the dust while the spirit lives on outside of this world in hades. The flesh, without the spirit, is
worthless (Psalms 6:5; 30:9). For the Christian who dies, we should be able to rejoice though we might miss
their presence in our lives. If we truly understand the Scriptures, the death of a Christian is good thing.

The Death of a Christian is A Good Thing

Why would we cling to the flesh of a Christian when that brother or sister in Christ is better off in death?

The Psalmistsaid:i Pr eci ous i n the sight of(Psaimhld6:18).o0Whehai s t h e
Christian dies we know that hope is not lost. For when a faithful child of God dies we know he or she will be

raised and brought into eternity with the Lord (I Thessalonians 4:13-18; cf. Il Corinthians 5:1). We know that

when a faithful child of God dies they are going to be in paradise (Luke 23:43). While we may sorrow for the

loss we have suffered when those we love die (John 11:20-36), we have to not create a false mindset that they

are still with us. If a loved one dies outside of Christ, there is no comfort to be offered. Just realize to the fact

that they would not want you where they are (again; Luke 16:19-31).

Conclusion

If we as Christians are acting like the dead are still in a grave what are we saying about the word of
God? Are we not denying the truth webdve seen Jab
like a family reunion hot spot? Christians ought to know about life after death. It is what we live for
(Philippians 3:8-14; 20-21). We shall close with an inspired exclamation point on thisarticle: A A good |h a|
better than precious ointment; a (Edclestastee7:13d ay of |de

What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)Plear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19),
confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38-41; 47, | Corinthians 12:12-13,
and Romans 6:1-6; 16:16). One must then remain faithful (Colossians 1:23).




