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El Paso, TX 79904

915-755-8137 (Building)
915-525-5794 (Preacher’s Office)

OUR MEETING TIMES:

Sunday Bible Class: 9:45 AM
Sunday Worship: 10:55 AM
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM
Thursday Bible Study: 7:00 PM

Are You Visiting With Us?

If you are visiting with us, we want to
wel come you to the
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven
and to help you do the same. We use
the Bible as our standard to govern
what we do in our work and worship
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,

Il Timothy 1:13, Il Timothy 3:16-17,
and | Peter 4:11).

We welcome your questions and
would love the opportunity to study
further with you. Luke recorded a
fascinating statement we all need to
considerrA Then said one
Lord, are there few that be saved?
And he said unto them, strive to enter
in at the strait gate: for many, | say
unto you, will seek to enter in, and
shall not(Lukel3:23624)e 0
We invite you to join us in being one
of the few that are saved!

wants (Il Peter 2:13-19; 3:16-17).
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The Authority Belongs To Jesus
By: Brian A. Yeager

The inspired Apostle Paul wrote: A Wh er ef or e
unwise, but understanding what the wailff

Mankind has a huge struggle with submitting to authority.
We can see this problem both in the secular and religious worlds.
We see those who make up the rules as they go and even those
who ignore the rules as they see them. Preachers stand in pulpits,
knowing the truth, yet refusing to teach it with all authority (Titus
2:15). Others teach, knowing the truth, and choose to just pervert
it to be in accordance with what they want instead of what God

ke

t he (Ephesiad | i

Churches of Christ have long told people that we speak
where the Bible speaks and are silent where it is silent (I Peter
4:11). Yet, | cannot name twenty preachers or congregations that |
have seen fully follow that truthful statement (not that | profess to
know all fbrethren0). Those same people say all must be done by
the authority of Christ (Colossians 3:17). Yet, they send their

Campso

institutions, etc. When will the authority of Christ be respected?

lot of people are unwise. They do not care at
all what the will of the Lord is. While a wise man will hear, and
will increase learning (Proverbs 1:5), a fool thinks that his way is

The above points are clearly shown in the many things that
people have done in the name of Christ, but without His approval.
From the human institutions usurping the work of the individual
and the church (I Timothy 3:15) to people making up their own
forms of worship (Philippians 3:3); we see a disdain for the
authority which belongs to Jesus. There is not one Scripture telling
us to form human institutions to preach the Gospel, edify the
saints, or perform benevolent work. Yet, we see the Guardian of
Truth human institution, Florida College, Freed Hardeman
University, the Memphis School of Preaching, etc. All of them are
E%U,A}]L!_\ngithout authority from God.
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All Authori ty Has Be Given Unto ?

I have heard most #AChristianso rightly say |th
seen those same AChristianso show that they relal
we heard Homer Hailey, Guy N. Woods, and others quoted as a standard of authority? For the liberals, it is
often Thomas B. Warren quoted. In fact, the liberals worship him so much that they have pictures of his
gravestone and directions to it on the internet (http://www.therestorationmovement.com/warren, _tb.htm). For
Afconservativeso (which are just now moRaoyCogdlll i bler
often quoted. Both Cogdill and Warren have lead many in erring from the faith. Cogdill fought against
institutionalism, but also asked churches and individuals to support human institutions like the Akin Fund (The
Gospel Guardian; Vol. 29 number 7; April 1, 1977). The word of God calls that hypocrisy (Romans 2:1-3; 17-

23) . Anyone impressed with Thomas B. Warrenods| f
serious mental imperfections. Neither of these men used the Scriptures to teach truth, they abused them to teach

error and used their influences to spread it further. Had brethren then and now considered that we ought to

demand Scriptural evidence from those men, many of the others of today would not be so prevalent (Galatians

2:1-5; 5:7-9).

Contrary to the desire of many who profess to be Christians, Jesus is the one whom has all authority.
Notice the following Scriptures:i And Jesus came and spake unto thjem

unt o me i n he a#sdhouhashgivenihim p@varrotemhak flesh, that he should give eternal life to
as many as thou hast given hi mé God, who at sun
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken untchis ®yn, whom he hath appointed heir of all

things, by whom also he made the worl dsé And [he

you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spaken by th
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall tl
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he
shall say unto you. And it glhcome to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be
destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as mar
have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Ye are thewluf the prophets, and of the covenant

which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be
blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning gwag eje;
you fr om h({Mstthew 28i18)John 172, élebréws 1:1-2, and Acts 3:20-26).

So, if the preachers of yesterday or today have something to say which is not of God, we ought not be
listening. In fact, we ought to demand that men of today speak only those things which they can prove are of
God (Ephesians 5:10 and | Thessalonians 5:21). It does not matter how many years someone has been
preaching. It does not matter how many books or articles someone has written. It does not matter how
impressed we might be with someone. Notice what Petersaid:iBe it known unto you a
of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the de¢ad,
even by him doth this man stand herelefyou whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of you
builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is norje otl
name under heaven given amo(Agts4rh®eld), whereby we mu

Conclusion

If we have submitted to words which are not based in the Scriptures, we are submitting to false doctrines
(Galatians 1:6-10). We must remember that sin is deceptive (Hebrews 3:13). People who teach error are often
convinced that they are right (11 Timothy 3:13). However, the only one who is right is Jesus Christ. If it is not
of Him, it is not of God. It is Jesus who has all authority (John 3:34-36), not any man (I Corinthians 4:6).

What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)Plear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19),

confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38-41; 47, | Corinthians 12:12-13,
and Romans 6:1-6; 16:16). One must then remain faithful (Colossians 1:23).
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