
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunrise Acres 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Meeting at: 
8625 Robert Drive 

El Paso, TX 79904 

  

915-755-8137 (Building) 

915-525-5794 (Preacher’s Office) 

 
OUR MEETING TIMES: 

 

Sunday Bible Class: 9:45 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:55 AM  

Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM  
Thursday Bible Study: 7:00 PM 

 

Are You Visiting With Us? 
 
If you are visiting with us, we want to 
welcome you to the Lordôs church 
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).  
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven 
and to help you do the same.  We use 
the Bible as our standard to govern 
what we do in our work and worship 
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,            
II Timothy 1:13, II Timothy 3:16-17, 
and I Peter 4:11). 
 
We welcome your questions and 
would love the opportunity to study 
further with you.  Luke recorded a 
fascinating statement we all need to 
consider: ñThen said one unto him, 
Lord, are there few that be saved? 
And he said unto them, strive to enter 
in at the strait gate: for many, I say 
unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be ableò (Luke 13:23-24).  
We invite you to join us in being one 
of the few that are saved! 

 

 
 

ñNot In The Words Which Manôs Wisdom Teachethò 
By: Brian A. Yeager 

 

 ñBut as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 

neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God 

hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them 

unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 

deep things of God.  For what man knoweth the things of a man, 

save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God 

knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not 

the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 

know the things that are freely given to us of God.  Which things 

also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 

which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with 

spiritual.  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 

of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 

them, because they are spiritually discerned.  But he that is 

spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.  

For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 

him? But we have the mind of Christò (I Corinthians 2:9-16). 

 

 As established by the quote above, the words taught by the 

Apostle Paul were not based in his own wisdom.  These were 

words given by the Holy Spirit and taught by Paul.  The Apostle 

Paul, unlike many ñpreachersò today, realized that Godôs words 

were much more powerful than his own (Romans 1:16).  When we 

have scriptural points to make, we need to be using the Scriptures 

to make them (Acts 17:2).  We are not better at explaining things 

than God is.  The book of Job clearly defines this point: ñBut there 

is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them 

understandingò (Job 32:8). 

 

 With these very clear Scriptures in the Bible, why do some 

still choose entertaining stories, puppet shows, poems, etc. to try 

and teach?  The word of God is sufficient for teaching (II Timothy 

3:16-17).  Do you think you can come up with a better point than 

Jesus?  Did our Lord tell the Jews to search the Scriptures or to 

find some good story teller (John 5:39)?  Brethren, we must always 

make sure it is the word of God we teach, rather than our own! 
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We Teach the Word of God 

 

 The Apostle Paul, who certainly had more authority than any man today (II Corinthians 5:20 and 

Ephesians 2:19-20), said: ñFor do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 

men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me 

is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christò 

(Galatians 1:10-12).  While Paul could have easily used his reputation, his education, and such to woo 

audiences; he chose to preach the word of our Lord knowing the power thereof.   

 

 There are many powerful examples throughout the inspired text to help establish a strong point in this 

article.  However, one good example should do.  Notice what the Apostle Paul was able to say to the brethren in 

Thessalonica: ñFor yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain: But even after 

that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to 

speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.  For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of 

uncleanness, nor in guile: But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; 

not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.  For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye 

know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of 

others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.  But we were gentle among you, even 

as a nurse cherisheth her children: So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted 

unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.  For ye remember, 

brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of 

you, we preached unto you the gospel of Godò (I Thessalonians 2:1-9).  Can we say that to those whom we try 

to instruct in the right ways? 

 

 We are commanded to preach what exactly?  Letôs see: ñPreach the word; be instant in season, out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrineé  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creatureé  But speak thou the things which become sound doctrineò (II 

Timothy 4:2, Mark 16:15, and Titus 2:1).  With these clear instructions we should only be concerned with 

carrying the Gospel into the world (Acts 8:4).  However, many seem to have better ideas than God. 

 

Some Just Know Better Than God, Donôt They? 

 

 First off, no one knows better than God (Isaiah 55:8-9).  However, many people feel they have found 

better ways of communicating the truth than the source of it (cf. John 17:17).  One fellow will stand on a 

Sunday morning and tell jokes.  Another will have you ñdraw upon the blackboard of your mindò as he tells 

some story he slightly ties to a scriptural point in his conclusion.  Another man will stand and just compliment 

everyone to hell.  Brethren, the purpose of preaching is to save souls (I Corinthians 1:21).  Flattery and enticing 

words are not part of our tool box of preaching (I Corinthians 2:1-5).  While we can certainly use illustrations to 

teach (Matthew 13:1ff.), it needs to be the Gospel being illustrated rather than the illustration being the lesson.  

It is the word of God that pierces hearts, not our stories (I Corinthians 15:1-2 and Hebrews 4:12)! 

 

Conclusion 

 

 ñIn hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;  But hath in due 

times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of 

God our Saviouré  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 

Jesus' sake.  For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of usò (Titus 1:2-3 and II Corinthians 4:5-7). 
 

What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)?  Hear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19), 

confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38-41; 47, I Corinthians 12:12-13, 

and Romans 6:1-6; 16:16).  One must then remain faithful (Colossians 1:23). 


