
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunrise Acres 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Meeting at: 
8625 Robert Drive 

El Paso, TX 79904 

  

915-755-8137 (Building) 

915-525-5794 (Preacher’s Office) 

 
OUR MEETING TIMES: 

 

Sunday Bible Study: 9:45 AM 
Sunday Worship: 10:55 AM  

Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM  
Thursday Bible Study: 7:00 PM 

 

Are You Visiting With Us? 
 
If you are visiting with us, we want to 
welcome you to the Lordôs church 
(Matthew 16:18 and Colossians 1:18).  
Our goal is to simply get to Heaven 
and to help you do the same.  We use 
the Bible as our standard to govern 
what we do in our work and worship 
for the Lord (Colossians 3:17,            
II Timothy 1:13, II Timothy 3:16-17, 
and I Peter 4:11). 
 
We welcome your questions and 
would love the opportunity to study 
further with you.  Luke recorded a 
fascinating statement we all need to 
consider: ñThen said one unto him, 
Lord, are there few that be saved? 
And he said unto them, strive to enter 
in at the strait gate: for many, I say 
unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be ableò (Luke 13:23-24).  
We invite you to join us in being one 
of the few that are saved! 

 

 
 

Not Going Forward 
By: Brian A. Yeager 

 

 Do you remember the day wherein you obeyed the call of 

the Gospel; having believed the Gospel you heard, repented of 

your sins, confessed Christ, and were immersed for the remission 

of your sins into Christ?  The next question may require more or 

less thought depending on how long ago it was that you initially 

obeyed the call of the Gospel.  How much have you grown since 

that day you were born into Christ?  How much have you changed 

from the person you were in the world to be the person you are 

today in Christ? 

 

 These questions are important to answer.  You see, growing 

as a Christian is commanded of us.  Peter wrote: ñWherefore 

laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, 

and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk 

of the word, that ye may grow therebyé  But grow in grace, and in 

the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 

glory both now and for ever. Amenò (I Peter 2:1-2 and II Peter 

3:18).  Brethren, we cannot just remain babes in Christ all of our 

spiritual lives and be pleasing unto the Lord. 

 

 We are expected to take the base we have in faith and add 

to it.  Notice the following: ñAccording as his divine power hath 

given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and 

virtue:  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 

promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, 

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 

to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to 

temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness 

brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  For if these 

things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 

be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 

and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sinsò (II Peter 

1:3-9).  When you look in the biblical mirror, have you grown? 
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What Is Your Spiritual Height  and Weight? 

 

 When you go to the doctor for a check-up they will check how much you weigh and how tall you are.  

They are measuring your growth.  This is especially important for children to make sure they are growing as 

they should.  Well, as Christians we never reach a point where weôve become fully grown and cannot reach a 

greater level of knowledge or effectiveness in the work of our Lord.  Yet, there are ñmilestonesò wherein we 

must grow to levels of sure effectiveness.  The Hebrew writer stated: ñFor when for the time ye ought to be 

teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are 

become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the 

word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who 

by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evilò (Hebrews 5:12-14).  Some seem to 

never reach a point where they can have something to contribute from their own knowledge.  This type of 

person is not reaching higher goals, for they remain short of the spiritual height they should have at certain 

stages of their growth. 

 

 Some remain too spiritually thin.  You see this type of person is not taking in enough of the word of God 

(Matthew 4:4).  Yes, they may be taught well in classes and sermons, but this simply is not enough.  Growing as 

Christians requires a more regular diet than just the times where the saints assemble together to worship and 

study Godôs word.  Furthermore, one may have the knowledge, but not the application.  Just as the human body 

is, one cannot just eat and sit around and expect to grow properly.  The physical body needs to work as does the 

spiritual body.  We must have a continual practice of doing the right things (Romans 2:7 and Colossians 1:23).  

Then of course, you may have those who have knowledge and even good works, but they still seem not to have 

grown spiritually enough to change the way they were in times past. 

 

Those Not Going Forward Because of a Corrupt Heart  

 

 How about the ñChristianò who knows it is wrong to lie, be filled with wrath, steal, and / or use corrupt 

language (Ephesians 4:25-29); but they do it anyway?  Consider those who knew the law, taught it, and did not 

practice it in Rome: ñAnd art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in 

darkness, An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in 

the law.  Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not 

steal, dost thou steal?  Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou 

that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilegeò (Romans 2:19-22)?  Why would someone profess to be a 

Christian, know the truth, do good works, and still choose not to leave their old man of sin behind?   

 

 Sometimes knowing the truth and doing some of the right things simply does not mean very much.  If 

one does not change their heart at conversion and continue to grow with the right attitude (Romans 2:29; 6:17-

18), their actions will not be consistent with who they are professing to be (Titus 1:16).  Some will put on the 

face of Christianity, but continue to have the heart of the devil (I John 3:8-10). 

 

Conclusion 

 

 There are many reasons one might not grow the way they should in Christ.  We have not begun to touch 

the hem of the garment in this brief article.  What we should have accomplished is the fact that we all need to 

weigh ourselves and see if we are lacking (Daniel 5:27 and I Corinthians 11:31-32).  Ask yourself if you are 

continuing to go forward or if you are stuck in neutral.  Brethren, we must have continual forward progress to 

get to our eternal destination of Heaven (I Corinthians 9:24-27 and Hebrews 12:1-2).  We cannot finish a race 

we are not running, a fight we are not fighting, and we cannot keep a faith that weôve let die (II Timothy 4:6-8).  

Are you the same person today you were yesterday?  Let us hope youôve grown enough to say, ñNOò!
 

What must one do to be saved (Acts 2:37)?  Hear and believe the Gospel (Mark 16:15-16 & Romans 10:17), repent of their sins (Acts 3:19), 

confess Christ (Acts 8:37), and be baptized (immersed) for the remission of sins into the church of Christ (Acts 2:38, I Corinthians 12:12-13, and 

Romans 6:1-6).  One must then remain faithful (Rev. 2:10).  


