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Digging Deeperé 
A Study of James 1:27 

 

1. Explain James 1:27 in its context.  Beginning in verse eighteen we see that the word of God 

gives birth.  James points out that those he is addressing, including himself, were firstfruits of the 

Gospel.  This passage, along with verse one, is proof that this book is addressed to individual 

Jewish Christians.  The Gospel went first to the Jews and not until Acts 10 did we see it go to the 

Gentiles.  The same statement was made to Stephanas in relation to his house being the first 

converts of Achaia (I Corinthians 16:15).  This statement was also made in relation to Christôs 

resurrection (I Corinthians 15:20).   

 

In verses nineteen and twenty we read that we are to be careful how we hear.  James says to hear 

swiftly (quickly).  We need to be ready to listen.  We need to learn from what the Lord says.  

While we must be quick to listen, we must be slow to speak.  In other words, we ought to be 

more willing to learn than to talk.  Additionally, wrath is something that we should contain.  

Wrath is intense anger.  Wrath will do no good for us or the Lordôs work.  

 

In verse twenty-one we learn to put aside all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness that we 

may be able to receive the word of God.  If we approach the word of God unwilling to change, 

we will not learn anything.   

 

In verse twenty-two we see that hearing the word of God is not enough.  Action is required in our 

obedience to God.  As James covers in chapter two, faith without works is dead (James 2:14-

26).  If we just sit back and hear the truth without ever practicing it, weôre doomed. 

 

In verses twenty-three and twenty-four we have the example of one who hears the word of God 

but takes no action.  That person forgets what they have found just like someone who looks into 

a mirror, walks away, and forgets what they saw.  Some just donôt want to get it.   

 

In verse twenty-five we see the result of one who sees and does.  This person continues in doing 

what is right because he is not the forgetful hearer, but the doer of this work.  Heôll be blessed. 

 

In verses 26-27 we find more about what it means to hear and do what God wants of us.  A 

discussion of what a man will do if his service is pure and undefiled.  We are talking about ñthis 

manôs religionò in reference to an individual saint.  The context is discussing hearers and doers 

of the word (individual saints).  Some use this passage to suggest the local church must visit the 

widows and fatherless thus allowing financial support from the treasury to human organizations.  

The word translated ñvisitò here no more authorizes such action than the same word in Matthew 

25:36; 43 authorizes the church to support, build, or maintain prisons, hospitals, clothing 

companies, etc.  This man under contextual consideration is going to do what the word of God 

teaches him and will also keep HIMSELF unspotted from the world. 

 

2. Do a word study on the following words in this verse: 

 Religion (KJV): Strongôs number 2356; ñthreskeiaò: ñreligious worship, especially 

externalò (Thayerôs Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament; page 292).  ñReligion, 
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pietyò (The New Analytical Greek Lexicon; Wesley J. Perschbacher; page 204).  

ñOutward religious serviceò ò (Youngôs Analytical Concordance of the Bible; page 804). 

ü Other translations: ñreligionò (NKJV); ñreligionò (ASV 1901). 

ü Tyndaleôs Word Study Concordance shows ñthreskeiaȱ in the following verses (page 

377): Acts 26:5 (religion), Colossians 2:18 (worshipping), James 1:26 (religion), 

and James 1:27 (religion). 

 

 Visit (KJV): Strongôs number 1980: ñepiskeptomaiò: ñto look upon or after, to inspect, 

examine with the eyes, in order to see how he is, i.e. to visit, go to see one, the poor and 

afflicted, the sickò (Thayerôs Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament; page 242).  

ñTo look at observantly, to inspect, to look out, to go see for the purpose of comfort and 

reliefò (The New Analytical Greek Lexicon; Wesley J. Perschbacher; page 165).  ñTo be 

inspected, looked overò (Youngôs Analytical Concordance of the Bible; page 1027). 

ü Other translations: ñvisitò (NKJV); ñvisitò (ASV 1901). 

ü Tyndaleôs Word Study Concordance shows ñepiskeptomaiȱ in the following verses 

(page 286): Matthew 25:36 (visited), Matthew 25:43 (visited), Luke 1:68 (visited), 

Luke 1:78 (visited), Luke 7:16 (visited), Acts 6:3 (look ye out), Acts 7:23 (visit), 

Acts 15:14 (visit), Acts 15:36 (visit), Hebrews 2:6 (visitest), and James 1:27 (visit). 

 

3. Does this verse apply to the individual Christian or the church as a collective body?  It applies 

to ñany man among youò that ñseems to be religiousò.  This individual must control his tongue 

(the church does not have a collective tongue), must not deceive his own heart (the church does 

not have a collective heart), and he must keep ñhimselfò unspotted from the world.  There is no 

way to twist the local church into this verse. 

 

4. Does this verse, or the context, authorize the church to build, support, and / or maintain a 

human organization to care for widows and fatherless children?  No!!!   It doesnôt even authorize 

the individual to build a human organization to pass off their responsibilities to visit the 

fatherless and the widows.  What the church does in relieving, even needy Christian widows, is 

limited (I Timothy 5:3-16). 

 

5. What are the applications for us to learn from James 1:27 and the context in which this verse 

appears? 

 Weôve been born through the word of God (James 1:18). 

 We need to be more ready to hear than to speak and we must control our anger because 

nothing good will come from it (James 1:19-20). 

  With the right frame of mind and the decision made to change, we must approach the 

word of God desiring to see the truth and put it into application so that we might be 

saved.  Weôll realize that we can hear the truth, see our errors, and fail to change.  The 

main thrust is simple, our actions speak volumes (James 1:21-25). 

 Since we can be self-deceived, we must practice pure and undefiled religious service.  If 

we care about the fatherless and the widows weôll look in on them and see that they are 

okay.  We will remain pure and unspotted from the world (James 1:26-27). 
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W.E. Vine 

says this of 

the word 

ñreligionò in 

James 1:26-

27: ñsignifies 

óreligionô in 

its external 

aspect (akin to 

threskos), 

óreligious 

worship,ô 

especially the 

ceremonial 

service of 

óreligionôéin 

Jas. 1:26, 27 

the writer 

purposely 

uses the word 

to set in 

contrast that 

which is 

unreal and 

deceptive and 

the ópure 

religionôéò 

Thayerôs Greek ï English Lexicon of the New Testament 
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